June, 1952 
Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 


- This letter, though overduc, will be comparatively brief. Your secretary, as 
well as the chairman and other members of the Committee on Intcllcctual Frocdom, 
has been preoccupied with plans for the conference to be held in Wew York City 
June 28-29 at the Bar Association of the City of New York, 42 Y. kth Street. (See 


ALA Bulletin and Library Journal.) Many of you will be taking part with us in those 
sessions, 


* * 


Following an editorial in The Saturday Review for May 3 describing several per- 
sonal interviews with citizens of Peoria, the dispute over censorship in that city 
took a somewhat new turn, Egitor Norman Cousins of The Saturday Review was called 
"Irresponsible" by both Peoria newspapers for protecting the identities of the towns 
citizens he had talked with, The in the May 19 issue of The Freeman appeared "The 
Libraries Buy Propaganda" by Gomer Bath, editor of the Peoria Star, (The article 
was also introduced in the May 20 Congressional Record, p. A3256, by Congressman 
Harold H. Velde of Illinois.) The article was critical not only of Peoria Librarian, 
Xenophon Smith, and of the library's purchase of "subversive" films, but of Dr. 
Luther Evans for defending the Covenant of the UN and of the ALA Committee on intel- 
lectual Freedom, Dr. Evans commented briefly on the "Peoria Fight" in the LC Infor- 
mation Bulletin for May 26, p. 9, and in a fuller comment on "The Problem of Censor- 
ship in Public Libraries" in the LCIB for June 2. (This last was written for and 
quoted in part in Benjamin Fine's article on "texbook censor" in The New York Times 
for May 25.) 


The compromise which Librarian Zenophon P, Smith and the Peoria Library Board 
have worked out concerning the purchase of films seems noteworthy. Representatives 
of groups in the community are invited to a preview of a "controversial" motion 

picture, are asked to comment, and the written opinions of all such representatives 
are made freely available to borrowers of the filn, 


The battle against censorship of textbooks, library volumes, faculty members 
and assembly speakers in the public schools of Scarsdale, New York has been a long 
one, But today it is a story of success, , 


In a school district election there May 6, three members of the school board 
resisting pressures for censorship were overwhelmingly re-elected. We quote, in 
part, from an account in The New York Times; 


"Fifteen hundred Scarsdale residents, at a meeting that set a record for such 
annual gatherings and overflowed from the gymnasium to other rooms in the high school 
here, strongly supported its Board of Education in a three-year old controversy over 

charges of Communist infiltration into the local school system... 


"The group here gave a rising vote of confidence to its board and also set up 
a permanent committee to fight future attacks upon it, Represented on the Committee 
were the Tewn Club, the Woman's Club, The Parent-Teachers ASsociation Council, and 
the League of Women Voters," 
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A member of the committee opposing the school board, a clergyman, was nominated 
from the floor of the meeting by a citizen, who, in his nominating speech, urged the 
candidate's defeat. The clergyman received six votes. Two other candidates oppos~ 
ing the board's policy recvived two and three votes, respectively. 


% * 


In May the United States Supreme Court ruled that the New York State Doard of 
Regents had violated the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution by 
denying a license to the distributors of "The Miracle." This decision apparently 
places motion pictures in a position similar to that of the press. It secms reason= 
able to expect that state censorship of movies, upheld by the Supreme Court since 
1915, may now be removed. 


An interesting aftermath of the May decision concerning "The ifiiracle has been 
the explicit expression of approval by The Indiana Catholic and .tecord, official 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, and of Commonweal, Catholic weekly 
review. 


Prior censorship by the state of all motion sien said the Indiana paper, 
“could become a dangerous weapon, " 


Commonweal took the view that what was really at stake in "The Miracle" contro~ 
versy was "the uniquely lay character of the American State," 


* % 


Read, please, "The Case of Luella ifundel" in the May Harpers. Strictly speak- 
ing, this is not a case of censorship but of ac»demic freedom. Somewhat more broadly 
it might be described as the case history of a town (Fairmont, West Virginia) 
struggling in the toils of urbanization. One of the events which came too late to 
appear in the Harper's article was the dismissal of librarian Harold D. Jones from 
Fairmont State College. Jones has been active in supporting the case of Miss Mundel. 
% 

Around May 19 each year, in order to combat censorship indirectly and outside 
the library, the Montclair (N.J.) Public Library makes an effort to recall to 
readers the Burning of the Books by the Nazis in 1933. This year two motion picture 
theaters ran a statement about the anniversary on their screens, a statement read 
in a week's time by perhaps 3000 persons. | 


* 


A revort from the active Intellectual Freedom Committee of the Iowa Library 
Association indicates concern over attempted censoring of magazines and books sold 
in drugstores. This is not a quarter from which it is usually possible to work up 
much enthusiasm for defense=--though censorship is censorship anywhere. xecently, 
however, the book publishers have shown themselves more keenly aware of the dangers 
of "cheap" publishing. Self=control and restraint of this sensational kind of 
material at the source is always preferable to action or threats of action once such 
material has been offered for distributica. 


* % 


Latest state library association to appoint an Intellectual Freedom Committee 
is Indiana Library Association. The pattern which led.to appointment the comn!t- 
tee is one now fairly familiar over the country—-frequent attacks on such "revolu= 
tionary" items as Magruder's American Government, the idea of federal aid to 


4 

| 
Me 
al 

if 

cay 

3, 

\ 

et 

f 

we 

4 
(cod 


- 


education and federal aid to libraries, certain UNESCO publications, the legislative 
program of P.T.A. Members of the new committee are Robert Agard, Earlham College, 
chairman; herbert Goldhor, Evansville Public Library; Miss Harriet Carter, Indiana 
State Library; Miss Mary Louise hiann, Arsenal Technical High School, Indianapolis. 


In the item above on Peoria, we mentioned an article by Benjamin Fine in the 
New York Times of May 25 on textbook censors. This ran to several columns and 
quoted liberally from the vigorous sentiments and «pinions of both Dr. Evans and 
David K. Berninghausen, former chairman and secretary of this committee. Represent~- 
atives of the self-styled "opposition" renlied to the ideas in ar. Fine's article 
in a letter of a column and a half June 15. Their answer may be judged in part by 
their claim that they represent the grassroots, that they spend their own money, 


"not that of educational foundations," —_ that the present education program in. the 
United States is revolutionary, 


* 


If you have not seen a copy and are interested in Catholic opinions in this 
area we suggest that you send for an issue of the Boston City Reporter, edited by 
the Frances Sweeney Committee, affiliated with Friends of Democracy, and published 
at 755 Boylston Street, Boston 16, iiassachusetts. In the May and June issues 
appear articles on "Allen Alderson Zoll, Educational Leader." 


Paul Bixler, Secretary, 
ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee 
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